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Bagging Meals for Christ
Student Council Helps Feed the Poor
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Compiled By Conrad
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This school year, the Student
Council took on a new challenge to
its many activities, packing around
200 brown paper lunch bags with
goodies to serve the homeless
population served by LAMP
Ministries.

According to Student Council
advisers Ms. Lynne Schappert and
Profesora Mayra Salazar, around
20 members of the council
consisting of students in fourth
through eighth grades filling paper
bags with hot chocolate packets,
granola bars, and pretzels.

"All I can say is everyone helped
out," said Ms. Schappert, "I mean
the whole school. Bags were
decorated by everyone and Student
Council got together to fill the bags.
We even had leftovers that we gave
to Christian Ministries."

The bags, which students colored
and drew cheerful designs on days
before, went to LAMP Ministries’
location in the Bronx. The bags
were then distributed to the
homeless along with sandwiches
from the group's food truck.

Story Continued on Page 3...

“Jesus said that when you feed the
poor, you feed me. He was very, very
present to those in need, and we have
to try to follow his example, too."

-LAMP Ministries founder Tom
Scheuring

From Left to Right: Eighth grader Lourdes Zacarese
works with younger Student Council members to bag
the goodies; Ms. Schappert and eighth grader
Daniella Ciardullo organize the paper bags; and Mrs.
Salazar and eighth grader Ashley Lorentzen fill bags
with pretzels.
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The Sport of
Olympic Pride
By Abigail Chan, Ava Demeri, and Gabriela Troche,
Sixth Grade

The Class Olympics was a wonderful school event, full
of fun and games this year! It is not something to miss.
This article recaps all of the amazing games played by
the middle school grades, including the ultimate 2020
Olympic champions within each grade.

On January 29, grades 4 through 8 performed such
games as Sharks vs. Minos, Gaga Ball, Capture the
Flag, Shipwreck, and Air Ball, as the 3rd graders looked
on in awe. The Olympics was hosted by Student Council
and coordinated by our own gym teacher, Mrs. Townes.

Without further adieu, the winners of the 2020 Class
Olympics are as follows:

- 4-2 (representing Spain) defeated 4-1 (Germany) in
the Sharks vs. Minos game;

- 5-1 (Argentina) defeated 5-2 (Russia) in Gaga Ball;
- 6-1 (Japan) defeated 6-2 (France) in Capture the

Flag;
- 7-1 (China) defeated 7-2 (Italy) in Shipwreck; and,
- 8-1 (Ireland) defeated 8-2 (America) in Air Ball.

Winner’s Feedback
One of our fellow news writers was on the sixth

grade’s winning team. “I thought that it was a step up
from the past years of the Class Olympics,” said Conrad
Mastrangelo, from 6-1, Japan. “Everyone who played
was very happy with the game. I also thought that the
game was very fun and organized.’’
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Jayson Barthelemy, of 6-2, France, added that he felt the teams
could have been fairer. “I don't think the teams were fair,” he said. “The
other team had three more players than us. [We felt that] the score was
wrong by two points. I also thought there were too many people getting
hurt, and that made the teams unfair, too.”

In the end, the winners and losers ended up having lots of fun, since
everybody played a part in the Olympics. No matter what people
thought about the games, students demonstrated their athletic talents
and enjoyed the experience, of course. Next Class Olympics, all of the
teams will be even more prepared, and rest assured: We will still be
there to update all of you!

Seventh and Eighth graders display their class flags at the start of this year's Class
Olympics during Catholic School Week.

The 8-1 class,
representing
Ireland in green
and orange
clothing, swiftly
defeated Team
USA (otherwise
known as 8-2) in
Air Ball. Both
teams received
cheers and support
from the stands.

Eighth
graders
Gabriella
Alletto and
Ava
Rosenbluth
proudly
display their
Rube
Goldberg
machine, one
of many at
this year's
Science Fair
under science
teacher Mr.
Reina.

Science Fair Featured Goldberg Machines
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Student Council Feeds
the Poor... More Gym, Please

Story Continued from Page 1

Lay Apostolistic Ministries with the Poor,
or LAMP, serves around 60,000 people.
LAMP provides a food truck in the Bronx
neighborhood that it serves, offering
sandwiches and drinks four days a week.

"The poor are very special to Jesus.
Jesus is in their hearts, too. And we have
to try to remember that,” said Mr. Tom
Scheuring, who founded LAMP Ministries
with his wife, as he addressed St. Patrick's
middle school assembly during the month
of January.

Mr. Scheuring is the proud grandfather of
Chase and Maddox Elbert; Chase
graduated eighth grade this June, while
Maddox will be attending the seventh at
our school.

Following the school assembly, the
Student Council started a food drive for hot
chocolate, pretzels, and granola bars.
Students in all grades donated these items
over a few weeks.

"We try to come up with ideas on how to
help the needy," said Mrs. Salazar, of
Student Council, "so [in this case] we
started a mini-food drive."

Pope Francis said that the poor are of
special concern to him, and to Jesus, since
they lack basic needs (such as a home
and food), as well as spiritual care, said
Mr. Scheuring.

“Jesus said that when you feed the poor,
you feed me,” said Mr. Scheuring. “He was
very, very present to those in need, and we
have to try to follow his example, too.”

While some people say that their
favorite subject is social studies or
science, most of St. Patrick's students
that I have talked to feel gym class is a
crucial part of their lives. Parents may
prefer that their children enjoy other
subjects than gym, but the reality is that
physical fitness is fun and makes us feel
good inside.

However, gym classes have been cut
in some schools because administrators
may think it is not an important class. In
fact, gym class is one of the most
important classes for academics.
Students who attend gym regularly are
not only physically fit, but they do better
in their other classes, according to the
New York Times. In a recent study,
students who participated in gym more
than once a week were able to recall
facts better than students with lower
amounts of fitness, and they also had
fewer behavior problems overall.

In addition, gym helps students learn
how to play new sports, develop team-
building skills, and discover that physical
education is just plain fun.

Gym class also plays an important role
in decreasing rates of overweight or
obesity. It can help children: focus better
in class; achieve higher test scores;
improve their social skills; control their
behavior; and acquire more sports skills,
according to the Times.

As you can see, gym class is a very
important class for students. Gym class
improves students' academic
performance and develops their overall
physical fitness. It builds confidence and
develops team-building skills.

Plus, as a student myself, I can attest
that most students look forward to the
thrill of gym class every week. Even
though it is getting cut from some public
and private schools, in our school, it is a
class that is here to stay and for good
reason!

In a recent study, students
who participated in gym
more than once a week were
able to recall facts better
than students with lower
amounts of fitness, and they
also had fewer behavior
problems overall.

An Editorial by Noah Trompeter, 8th grade

Student
Council
poses for a
photo in
front of the
200 paper
bags filled
with goodies
for the poor.
Photo
courtesy of
Mrs.
Pellerito.

Students gave their dads a run for the money in last Fall's Father-Son
Basketball classic. Photos courtesy of Mrs. Pellerito.
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Students Recreate the World's
Most Spectacular Sights

Baseball Legends: Fact or
Fiction? By Abigail Chan, Ava Demeri, and

Gabriela Troche, 6th grade
By Christian Doblan, 8th grade

Baseball thrives on its many urban
myths. Check out the three myths that
we’ve researched below and decide:
truth or fiction?

Was Jackie Robinson the First
African-American to Play in the Major
Leagues?

The first baseball myth is that Jackie
Robinson was the first African-American
baseball player in Major League
Baseball. The actual truth is that
African-Americans played long before
Robinson joined the Brooklyn
Dodgers.

In fact, Frank Thompson was the first
manager who recruited black waiters to
form the first team known as the Cuban
Giants of Long Island. But later, team
owners decided that the black team
should not be allowed to play. So Jackie
Robinson was not the first African-
American to play after all. I first found
this information out from our social
studies teacher, Mrs. Apadula.

Did Babe Ruth Call His Shot in the
1932 World Series?

Babe Ruth, one of the greatest hitters
of all time with 714 home runs, famously
called his shot in the 1932 World Series
against the Chicago Cubs, according to
the National Baseball Hall of Fame.

With the score tied at 4-4 in the fourth
inning, Ruth pointed his arm into the

outfield signaling for a far-off hit in the
bleachers. During his next swing, Ruth
smacked the ball out of Wrigley Field in
Chicago, Illinois, at least 440 feet into
the centerfield seats, according to the
book, The Big Bam: The Life and Times
of Babe Ruth.

However, while many Yankees fans
think that “the Babe” did in fact call his
shot, other fans disagree. The Cubs
pitcher at the time, Charlie Root,
claimed that Ruth had been pointing out
that he had two strikes and only one
swing remaining. Another rumor is that
the Babe was pointing to the Chicago
Cubs’ dugout, mocking them. Ruth
himself claimed that he had called his
shot, according to the Baseball Hall.
Even to this day, people still are
debating whether Ruth called his home
run shot or not.

Is the “Field of Dreams” a Real
Place?

The “Field of Dreams” is a corn farm
turned into a baseball field for the Kevin
Costner movie, Field of Dreams. The
Chicago White Sox and the New York
Yankees actually played at this field in
Dyersville, Iowa last year.

As of publication date, Major League
Baseball plans to continue this tradition
at the field on August 13, 2020, with the
two competing teams to be announced
soon, according to Sports Illustrated.

While reading about countries like India,
Egypt, and China, the sixth grade learned
about the breathtaking wonders and hidden
gems within these far-away places. This
includes the Seven Wonders of the World,
such as the Taj Mahal in India; the massive
pyramids and Sphinx of Egypt; and the Great
Wall of China, among others.

The sixth graders worked on a project for
their Social Studies class. In this assignment,
they built models and wrote travel brochures
on their assigned structures. These models
were based on these hidden gems and
breathtaking wonders.

This project was definitely one of the sixth
grade’s favorites, but students were not the
only ones who enjoyed this project. We
interviewed the creative mastermind of this
amazing project...the Social Studies
Superhero: Mrs. Apadula.

What she enjoyed about these projects
was how “every one added their own unique
style into their project, even if it was the
same [structure],” she said.

Mrs. Apadula developed this project when
she first started teaching. She explained, “It
is a way for kids to learn while having fun."

Sixth graders recreated the amazing artifacts and
structures from far-away countries like China
and Egypt, such as this Sarcophagus of King Tut.

Some of the
historical
projects
designed by
the sixth
graders
included the
Great Wall
of China
(left) and the
Terra Cotta
Warriors
(right).


